INTEODUCTIOy.
4.  some philological features show that there is a sub-structure of languages
more related to Mara-thi than to Kajastham ;
5.  many of these tribes have   developed a secret   language  based  on   their
dialects ;
6.  these argots contain several peculiar words which are common to many of
them ;
7- the principles underlying the formation of these cant languages and also
their application in individual cases present striking points of analogy in
the different tribes;
8* a certain number of the peculiar cant words seem to be Dravidian ; and
9. some Gipsy tribes speak Dravidian languages.
Taken together, all these points make it highly probable that the various Gipsy
languages dealt with in the ensuing pages have a common origin, a language which
was once spoken by a tribe of Dravidian race that came under the influence of Aryan
tongues in a locality where languages akin to Marathi had been spoken but had to
give way to RajasthSni. This would take us to the Vindhyas and the country to the
north of the Vindhyas, i.e. to the territories which the Aryans found occupied by
Kishadas. The tribe or tribes in question have probably lived as vagrants from the
most ancient times. With the growth of Aryan civilisation they would naturally
choose as their stronghold localities where Aryan civilisation had not got a firm
footing. The many Bhil dialects spoken in the hills from the Vindhyas and north-
wards probably have a similar origin and might well be the tongues of descendants
of such migratory tribes who had taken to a settled mode of life. Such questions
should, however, for the time being be left to the consideration of ethnologists. It
may, in this connexion, be'noted that we find Gipsy tribes and also Bhils who, at
the present clay, still speak Dravidian tongues*
It has been remarked above that the denomination Gipsy does not imply any
connexion with the Gipsies or Romany Chals of Europe. These latter have originally
come from India, and it is well known -how they resemble the Indian Gipsies in
appearance and habits. It has also been pointed out that their language shows many
points of correspondence with the dialect of Indian Gipsy tribes such ,as the Doras.
In this connexion it is worth while noting the similarity between European Gipsy
words such as g&jo, a gentile, jukel> dog, and Sasi tajja, Nati kaja, man ; Kanjari
jhftfcily Myanwale jukeld, Slsi chh^kal, bhukal, Kolhatl dhokkal, dog. The language
of the gipsies of Europe, however, points towards the extreme North-West of India, and
the prevailing opinion amongst scholars seems to be that they have nothing to do with,
the Indian tribes whose dialects are here under consideration. The hypothesis might,
however, be hazarded that members of the same vagrant race from which the Indian
Gipsy tribes are descended came up to the North-West, and remained there long
enough to adapt their language to the practice prevailing among frontier tribes. Some
of them passed on before this adaptation took place and became the ancestors of the
Armenian gipsies, nrhose language doe* not point to the north-western frontier but
rather to Hindustan. The bulk of these Gipsies later on brought their language, as
Codified among frontier tribes, to Europe, and became the ancestors of the Romany
Chals*